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U.S.D.C., M.D. Pennsylvania
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EDUCATION

Villanova University School of Law (J.D.)
St. Joseph’s University, (B.S., summa cum laude)

PROFILE
Michael’s practice is focused exclusively on the representation of domestic and international insurance
companies. For more than fifteen years, he has counseled and advised insurers and represented them in
litigation involving complex insurance coverage matters and bad faith claims. He has extensive experience
litigating insurance coverage disputes arising under commercial general liability, first-party property,
builder’s risk, automobile liability and professional liability policies in jurisdictions across the country. In
addition, Michael has experience handling multi-site environmental property damage claims, mass tort
bodily injury claims arising from asbestos exposure, sexual molestation claims, privacy and data security
claims, appellate matters, and the defense of class actions. He is a nationally published author and speaks
regularly on issues affecting the insurance industry.
Before joining Stewart Smith, Michael was a partner in the global insurance practice of an Am Law 100
law firm and he also previously practiced with two well-respected insurance boutique firms. After
graduating from law school, he served as a federal law clerk to the Honorable Joseph L. McGlynn, Jr.,
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Prior to entering the practice of law,
Michael was employed in the pharmaceutical industry and worked for two major international
pharmaceutical companies. In 2005, Michael was recognized by his peers and the publishers of Law &
Politics magazines as a “Pennsylvania Rising Star.”

PRIMARY PRACTICE AREAS
• Climate, Energy & Environmental
• Complex Litigation
• Extra-Contractual / Bad Faith

• First Party Coverage
• Third Party Coverage

AREAS OF FOCUS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Additional Insured Coverage
Advertising Injury & Business Tort Coverage
Asbestos Liability Coverage
Commercial Auto & Motor Carrier Coverage
CGL Insurance Coverage
Excess & Primary Insurance Relations

•
•
•
•
•

Long Tail Claims & Allocation
Products Liability Coverage
Professional Liability (E&O) Coverage
Property Coverage
Umbrella & Excess Coverage

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS
Obtained dismissal of breach of contract and bad faith claims on summary judgment in 2015 in
contentious coverage dispute involving claims asserted by Commonwealth of Pennsylvania against an
insured alleging violations of Pennsylvania’s Solid Waste Disposal Act and Clean Streams Law in
connection with the insured’s operation of a facility for the processing concrete, asphalt, timber and
uncontaminated soil.
Negotiated a low five-figure settlement in a litigated coverage dispute in 2013 in a matter involving the
death of three minor children on the basis of effective briefing and argument of the coverage issues.
Obtained a unanimous reversal in 2012 by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court of a Commonwealth Court
decision involving a matter of first impression relating to a state actor’s sovereign immunity rights.
Obtained a favorable decision in a 2012 bench trial in the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas in a
declaratory judgment action to determine whether the allegations of bodily injury asserted in seven
personal injury actions triggered a duty to defend and indemnify under a motor vehicle liability policy.
Obtained a favorable decision in a 2011 bench trial on stipulated facts in the Philadelphia Court of Common
Pleas in a declaratory judgment action to determine whether the allegations of bodily injury asserted in a
personal injury action triggered a duty to defend and indemnify under a motor vehicle liability policy.
Obtained dismissal of an action filed in 2010 in the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas seeking
substantial uninsured motorist benefits on the ground that an arbitration provision in a motor vehicle
liability policy was mandatory notwithstanding the fact that two peer level courts previously ruled that the
identical provision was permissive and did not require the parties to submit their dispute to arbitration.
Represented insurer in $20 million property damage and delay in completion claim arising out of the
construction of a luxury high-rise condominium and hotel in South Beach, Miami, Florida.
Represented insurer in $1 million property damage claim that occurred during a technology and
construction upgrade at the Federal Aviation Administration’s Command Center in Washington, D.C.
following the attacks of September 11th.
Represented insurer in $14 million bodily injury claim arising out of claimants’ development of Reynaud’s
syndrome caused by their operation of a metal fabricating machine over a thirteen year period.
Represented insurers in several multi-million dollar matters involving bodily injury claims arising from
occupational asbestos exposure over the course of several decades. Represented major international
insurer as member of a team of lawyers serving as the insurer’s national coordinating counsel for more than
400 mold claims.

Represented insurer as member of a team of lawyers defending insurer against property damage claims
seeking millions of dollars in coverage arising out of the destruction of the World Trade Center on
September 11th.
Represented reinsurer as member of a team of lawyers defending reinsurer against claims seeking millions
of dollars in coverage for repayment of insurance-backed loans used to finance the production of motion
pictures which failed to recoup the costs of producing and distributing the films.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS & AFFILIATIONS
• Claims and Litigation Management Alliance

NEWS, HONORS, & MORE …
HONORS
Named a Pennsylvania Rising Star in 2005 by the publishers of Law & Politics Magazine

PUBLICATIONS & SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
SIRs and Deductibles – Evolving Policies and Their Impact on Carrier Duties, Defense Counsel Journal, CoAuthor, October, 2011, Vol. 78, No. 4.
A Retrospective of 2010 Product Recall and Food Contamination Coverage Decisions, Mealey’s Personal
Injury Report, Volume 7, Issue 13, Co-Author, January 10, 2011
The Evolving Impact of Self-Insured Retentions and Deductibles, Risk Management Magazine, Online
Featured Article, Co-Author, October 19, 2010
A Retrospective of 2009 Food Contamination and Product Recall Coverage Decisions: More Recalls, More
Disputes, The Crisis Management Trend Continues, Mealey’s Litigation Report, Food Liability, Volume 3,
Issue 11, Co- Author, February 2010
When Liability and Coverage Issues Collide: When, Why and How to Split the File, CLM Annual Conference,
Presenter, Palm Desert, California, March 27, 2015
Social Media Liability & Coverage, CPCU Society Webinar, Moderator, November 1, 2011 Contractual Risk
Transfer and CGL Coverage, CPCU Society Webinar, September 20, 2011
Additional Insureds and Certificate of Insurance Issues, 2010 Annual Meeting of the Association of
Insurance Compliance Professionals, Panelist, October 5, 2010, Dallas, TX
Fallout From the Global Economic Crisis: Impact on Carriers, Emerging Environmental Claims Management
Association, Annual Spring Conference, Co-Presenter, May 13, 2010, Captiva Island, FL
Bankruptcy 101: Your Insured Has Filed Bankruptcy – Now What?, 2009 Annual Meeting of the Association
of Insurance Compliance Professionals, Co-Presenter, October 6, 2009, Phoenix, AZ
Bankruptcy 201: Claims Handling and Litigation Under the Bankruptcy Cloud, 2009 Annual Meeting of the
Association of Insurance Compliance Professionals , Co-Presenter, October 6, 2009, Phoenix, AZ

CHARITABLE & CIVIC INVOLVEMENT AND PERSONAL INTERESTS
Michael has served as a pro bono counsel as a child advocate as part of the Montgomery County Child
Advocacy Project.

