
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROFILE 
 
Nancy is a partner in the firm, with nearly 30 years of sophisticated insurance coverage experience, focusing 
on complex coverage litigation. She has extensive experience advising and representing national and 
international insurers with regard to a wide range of complex primary and excess third-party liability claims. 
 
Nancy provides guidance to insurers on various third-party coverage issues, including construction defect, 
additional insured issues, allocation issues, long-tail and toxic tort, advertising injury, professional liability 
and emerging issues such as climate change and coal ash. She has litigated coverage disputes before 
federal and state courts in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York, among others. Her background includes 
extensive trial and appellate court briefing, argument and motion practice in numerous federal and state 
courts. Her experience also includes litigating product liability actions and evaluating settlement claims in 
a global pharmaceutical class action, each of which was simultaneously the subject of separate coverage 
litigation. 
 
Before joining Stewart Smith, Nancy was a member and of counsel in the global insurance practice of an AmLaw 
100 firm, where she practiced in the area of complex insurance coverage before continuing that practice at 
a well-respected Philadelphia-based regional insurance coverage firm. Earlier in her career, Nancy practiced 
in the areas of complex insurance coverage, products liability and commercial litigation at a well-respected 
Philadelphia-based national litigation boutique firm. She also worked as a Judicial Law Clerk for the 
Honorable Abraham J. Gafni, (retired) in the Pennsylvania Court of Common Pleas, Philadelphia County. 

 
PRIMARY PRACTICE AREAS 
 
• Climate, Energy & Environmental 
• Complex Litigation 
• Construction Defect Coverage 
• Extra-Contractual/Bad Faith 

• Mass & Toxic Torts 
• Professional Liability / Errors & Omission 
• Third Party Coverage 

NANCY STUART PORTNEY 
 
 

Direct: 484-344-5323 
Cell: 267-992-8354 
Email: nportney@StewartSmithLaw.com 
 
 
 

 
   

  
     

 
      

 
     

  
    

 
  

  

  
  

 
 
 

EDUCATION 
Georgetown University Law Center (J.D., cum laude) 
The Pennsylvania State University, (B.S.) 

 

BAR ADMISSIONS 
• Pennsylvania  

   

COURT ADMISSIONS 
• U.S.D.C., E.D. Pennsylvania 
• U.S.D.C., M.D. Pennsylvania 
• U.S.D.C., W.D. Pennsylvania  
• U.S.C.A., Third Circuit  



AREAS OF FOCUS 
 
• Additional Insured Coverage 
• Asbestos Liability Coverage 
• Commercial Auto & Motor Carrier 

Coverage 
• CGL Insurance Coverage  

• Excess & Primary Insurer Relations 
• Long Tail Claims & Allocation 
• Products Liability Coverage 
• Rescission & Fraud 
• Umbrella & Excess Coverage 

 
REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS 
 
Constructural Dynamics, Inc. v. Liberty Mutual, Pennsylvania (2015) Successfully litigated, at the 
Pennsylvania trial and appellate levels, issues of first impression on Additional Insured, Contractual 
Liability Coverage, and indemnity issues, securing large subrogated rights verdict for liability insurer. 

OneBeacon v. USI MidAtlantic Inc., Court of Common Pleas, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, No. 
2009-41636 (obtained summary judgment in a noteworthy advertising injury case in which 
Pennsylvania joined the majority  of jurisdictions that interpret “advertising” as requiring the 
widespread distribution of promotional material to the public at large, rather than one-to-one 
solicitations; affirmed by Pa. Super. Ct.) 

Lexington v. Western Pa. Hospital, 423 F.3d 318 (3d Cir. 2005) (successfully upheld federal trial 
court victory for professional liability excess insurer, resulting in first known appellate decision to 
examine and enforce claims-made requirements in a follow-form excess policy) 

Township of Hamilton v. Zurich Amer. Ins. Co., 2006 WL 2583250 (D.N.J. Sept. 5, 2006) (obtained 
summary judgment for an insurer in a coverage action in which the underlying claimant sought $3 
million for water and mold damage to the town hall) 

American Guar. & Liab. Ins. Co. v. Intel Corp., Superior Court of Delaware, New Castle County, C.A. 
No. 09C-01- 170-JOH (obtained summary judgment for an insurer in an advertising injury coverage 
action in which the underlying case was described as potentially becoming one of the largest antitrust 
cases ever in the United States) 

Federal-Mogul Products, Inc. v. AIG Cas. Co. et al., New Jersey Superior Court, Morris County, No. 
MRS-L-2535-06 (obtained dismissal against one competing claimant seeking asbestos bodily injury 
coverage, eliminating excess insurer client’s potential exposure to that claimant) 

R.T. Vanderbilt Co. v. Hartford Acc. & Indem. Co., et al., Conn. Superior Court, Judicial District of 
Waterbury, Complex Litigation Dep’t, No. X02-UWYCV-07-5016321 (successfully defeated a 
disqualification motion filed solely for litigation strategy purposes). 

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS & AFFILIATIONS 
 
• American Bar Association 
• Pennsylvania Bar Association 

 

• Philadelphia Bar Association 
• Montgomery County Bar Association 

 



NEWS, HONORS, & MORE … 
 

PUBLICATIONS & SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 
 
“Pennsylvania High Court Approves Insured’s Settlement Absent Its Defending Insurer’s Consent” 
Coverage Alert (July 2015) 

 
CHARITABLE & CIVIC INVOLVEMENT AND PERSONAL INTERESTS 

 
Nancy was elected as Judge of Elections, for District 6-3, in Upper Dublin, Pennsylvania, and has served in 
that position since 2010. She also serves on the Upper Dublin Educational Advisory Committee, which is 
an advisory think-tank for the Upper Dublin School Board. In the past, Nancy also volunteered as the 
Treasurer for Beth Or’s Junior Choir and as a Helpline Volunteer for Living Beyond Breast Cancer. She has 
also served, on a pro bono basis, as a child advocate for both the Montgomery County Child Advocacy 
Project and the Philadelphia Support Center for Child Advocates. 
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